
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 March, 2011

Between 7.35pm and 8.50pm at Rede Tyne and Coquet Sports Centre, Otterburn
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne Chairman Ron Holden
Harry Scott

In attendance
Martin Chilvers Clerk Michael Parr Parishioner

1. Apologies for absence
There were apologies for absence from Val Corbett, Clive Emerson and Sarah Robson who were 
unable to make the meeting due to other commitments.

2.  Minutes of the previous meeting 
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed 
by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising
a. item 3a: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: The Clerk reported the legal 

document relating to ‘The Green’ at Willowgreen had been signed by the Councillors and returned 
to Cuthbertsons Solicitors on 21 February. He advised that we were waiting confirmation from the 
Solicitors that this conveyance had been completed. IT WAS AGREED that when complete an 
open meeting would be arranged to discuss the ongoing use of ‘The Green’ with the local residents. 
Meantime the Clerk reported that the second conveyance for the footpath to the Mill was still 
progressing.

b. item 3c: Mouldshaugh Developments – Update: The Clerk reported that he had not been able to obtain a 
progress report from NCC on the update regarding the footpath joining Willow Green to Brierley 
Gardens via the Children’s Play Area. 

4. Finance
a. Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses for February, 2011 
was AGREED.

b. Payment of invoice for £5.00 to NALC for Parish Clerk training in May 2010: The Clerk’s report was 
received and IT WAS AGREED to pay the invoice. 

c. Payment of invoice for room hire at Otterburn Memorial Hall: IT WAS AGREED to pay the invoice 
for £27.00 in payment of room hire for November and December 2010 as well as February 2011. 

d. Update of Parish Council finances in preparation for the end of financial year: The Clerk reported the 
income and expenditure year to date and expected spend before the end of the year.  Donations 
had been made totalling £1,150 split between Otterburn St John’s Church, Otterburn Memorial 
Hall and Great North Air Ambulance. £2,200 was budgeted for the two conveyances of the gifts of 
land to the Parish Council. To date £587.50 has been paid and it is anticipated the remaining 
payment will be made within the next couple of months. In the absence of an approximate £1,600 
payment being made in the current financial year it is forecast that income will exceed expenditure 
by almost £1,300 for 2010/11 financial year.

e. Internal Auditor: All councillors welcomed the excellent news that Sally Blacklock had accepted 
the invitation to be the Parish Council internal auditor with immediate effect.

f. Wrong credit to bank account: The Clerk’s Report was received and IT WAS AGREED to return 
the incorrect credit to the NCC.
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g. Consideration for donation to Rede Tyne and Coquet Sports Centre: Reference should be made to item 
6a. IT WAS AGREED that as the Sports Centre takes stock from the enforced closure due to 
flooding and determines what funding is available from County level it is presently not appropriate 
to make a donation at this time. However the Sports Centre were invited to provide a specific 
request for funding at a later date.

5. Planning
a. NNPA1NP0005: Construction of shooting compound comprising 3 No. Shooting house structures and partial  
perimeter fence at Davyshiel Battle Shooting Area, Otterburn Training Area, Otterburn, Newcastle upon Tyne:  
The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. 

6. New business
a. Rede Tyne and Coquet Sports Centre - Update: Michael Parr, Secretary and Treasurer of the Rede Tyne 

and Coquet Sports Centre provided an update on the state of the Centre. Over the last couple of 
years it has gradually been working towards self funding although at this time the funding from the 
County Council and North Country Leisure was still definitely needed. 

In December 2010 during the very cold weather considerable damage was caused due to frozen 
pipes. At this time in the absence of some expected funding the future of the Centre was not good. 
Those problems have however been resolved and the repair work has now been completed and the 
cost was met by the Insurance Company.

The Centre can now plan ahead with more confidence. Further funding is due that will allow 
important work to done on maintenance such as the Fire Doors. Meantime plans are being made 
to potentially convert the current changing rooms to a gym, resurface the tennis courts and it has 
been agreed that Rothbury Cricket team will play their home matches at the Sports Centre this 
summer. Longer term plans include possibly introducing renewable energy sources.

Apologies were given that the donation provided to the Sports Centre last year has not as yet been 
spent on the new sign.  This was due to the lack of further funds to meet the remaining balance of 
the sign. However it is hoped a new sign will be purchased very soon.   

b. Sing age in the village (Elderberry Cottages and Village Trail):  The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.

c. Village tidy up: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. IT WAS AGREED that a tidy up was 
required in the village and a date was set for 16 April, starting at 10.00am. The Clerk was asked to 
advertise the event via a poster, website and an article in the Hexham Courant. Additionally the 
Clerk was asked to contact NCC to determine the extent of assistance that could be provided.

d. Hawthorn trees along footpath to Otterburn Mill: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. IT WAS 
AGREED that Councillors Holden and Scott would assess the condition of the three trees. The 
worse of the trees would be cut back so it was safe and allow further growth.

e. Dog fouling in the village: The Clerk’s Report was received and IT WAS AGREED that a meeting 
with the Animal Welfare Officer would be arranged in Otterburn to determine what could be done 
to remove the problem.  Additionally IT WAS AGREED to add an article in the Hexham Courant 
of the matter.

7. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council:  

8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 
7.00pm on Tuesday, 5 April, 2011 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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